Structure and location of initiation factor eIF-3 within native small ribosomal subunits from eukaryotes.
Native small ribosomal subunits (40SN) from rat liver and rabbit reticulocytes prepared at different KC1 concentrations have been investigated by electron microscopy after negative staining. Subunits of both origins show identical features. The initiation factor eIF-3 is located in the middle region of the convex rear side of the particles and covers an area extending from the protuberance at the interface up to the external surface. eIF-3 has the shape of a flat triangular prism and is attached with its triangular base to the ribosomal surface.